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Instead, therefore, of saying with Kant, that
reason is subject to an inevitable delusion, by
which it mistakes the regulative principles of
its own thoughts for the representations of
real things, Hamilton would say that the
reason, while compelled to believe in the ex-
istence of these real things, is not legitimately
entitled to make any positive representation
of them as of such or such a nature ; and
that the contradictions into which it falls
when attempting to do so are due to an
illegitimate attempt to transcend the proper
boundaries of positive thought.

This theory does not, in itself, contain any
statement of the mode in which we perceive
the material world, whether directly by pre-
sentation, or indirectly by representative
images ; and perhaps it might, without any
great violence, be adapted to more than one